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LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT

It is quite true that embryos and fetuses are less developed than a newborn (unless, of course, that 
newborn was born prematurely). But this, too, is a distinction which has no moral signifi cance. It is 
a difference of degree, not of kind. Physical and/or intellectual development has nothing to do with 
determining personhood outside the womb. It is equally insignifi cant for determining personhood inside 
the womb. Children are generally less developed than adults. People with developmental disabilities may 
be less developed than some children, and those with extraordinary mental capacity are no more human 
than those with lesser IQs. It is humanity, not brain capacity or arm strength that determines personhood. 

A person, as defi ned by the dictionary, is nothing more or less than a living human. Anyone who tries 
to narrow this general defi nition of personhood does so in an attempt to eliminate a certain group of 
people who is either getting in their way or has something they want. Creating self-defi ned defi nitions of 
personhood that are uniquely crafted to eliminate certain individuals from protection under the law has 
long been the method of choice for implementing all manner of genocidal atrocities.
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